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%rst, for his kindness and openness, I am hugely indebted to former
President George Herbert Walker Bush. He allowed me access to doc-
uments and scrapbooks that were part of his private collection, and
put me in touch with members of his exceptional family. For their
cooperation and support, I thank Jean Becker, his chief of staff, and
Linda Casey Popiel, another member of the former president’s office.

Many curators and archivists rendered invaluable assistance:
Mary Finch and Robert Holzweiss, of the George Bush Presidential
Library at Texas A&M; and Betsy Pittman, of the Thomas J. Dodd
Research Center at the University of Connecticut.

Janice Manuel was a meticulous copy editor. James Walden provided
additional research. Two father-and-son teams were indispensable:
Larry Stone, the creative publisher of Rutledge Hill Press, and Geoff
Stone, a diligent and talented editor; and Bill Adler, whose fertile mind
was never far from the project, and Bill Adler Jr., who surfed the
Internet for us.




