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Annals of Bush-Hating

Have you seen what’s out there? And do the media care?

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article appears in the September 1, 2003, issue of National Review.

%
re you aware of the murderous history of George W. Bush — indeed, of the entire Bush
family? Are you aware of the president's Nazi sympathies? His crimes against humanity?
And do you know, by the way, that George W. Bush is a certifiable moron?

If you haven't heard the news, you're not on the cutting edge of Bush-hating. Anyone with
Internet access and a little curiosity can discover an extensive network of websites like
Bushbodycount.com, which accuses the president and his family of involvement in
"mysterious” deaths; Fearbush.com and Takebackthemedia.com, which traffic in images of
Bush in Nazi regalia; and Presidentmoron.com and Toostupidtobepresident.com, which
portray the president as a drooling idiot. Taken together, the sites, and dozens of others like
them, represent the far Left's online equivalent of the infamous Clinton Chronicles and
Clinton Body Count videos and websites of the 1990s, which accused Bill Clinton of all sorts
of murders and criminal deeds. .

Back then, the Clinton compilations troubled liberal observers and spurred a series of
disapproving articles — not to mention armchair psychoanalyses — about Clinton-hating.
Today, there appears to be less concern. But perhaps the political world should take more
notice. Yes, some of the Bush-hating sites are obscure, but others are not, and given the
upcoming presidential race and the intense passions it will likely generate, it seems reasonable
to predict that they will all become better known. And it seems just as likely that some of the
material they publish will inexorably seep into the wider political discussion. Bush-hating,
already intense in some circles, could well become a growth industry in the coming year.

THE BUSH REICH

A staple of Bush-hating is the portrayal of the president as a Nazi. That has, of course, been a
prominent part of other attacks against other presidents, but today it seems to be deployed with
particular aggressiveness against Bush. There are thousands of references, across the vastness
of the Internet, linking Bush to Adolf Hitler and the Third Reich. Do you want to buy a T-shirt
with a swastika replacing the "s" in Bush? No problem. Do you want to collect images of Bush
in a German army uniform, with a Hitler mustache Photoshopped onto his face? That's easy.
Do you want to find pictures of Dick Cheney and Tom Ridge and Ari Fleischer dressed as
Bush's Nazi henchmen? That's easy, too.

And it's not just doctored photos. There is a lot of writing, much of it quite serious, claiming
similarities between Bush and Hitler. "It's going a bit far to compare the Bush of 2003 to the
Hitler of 1933," writes Dave Lindorff in "Bush and Hitler: The Strategy of Fear," which
appeared in February on the far-left site Counterpunch.org. "Bush simply is not the orator that
Hitler was. But comparisons of the Bush administration's fear-mongering tactics to those
practiced so successfully and with such terrible results by Hitler and Goebbels . . . are not at
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